
Northwest Coast 

 

WORD FOR THE DAY: FAÇADE: the front of a building. 

 

1. Explain that this story is about an American Indian tribe and the way they probably 

lived about 200 years before they had any contact with Europeans. This is based on the 

reports of ethnographers George Hunt and Franz Boas and what the tribal people told 

them from their oral histories. This Indian tribe is the Kwakwaka'wakw (also called 

Kwakiutl) of the Northwest Coast of North America. The people in the story were settled 

on the southern tip of Vancouver Island in Canada. The students will learn that this group 

was different than many Indians they may have learned about. 

 

2. You might put three words on the blackboard with definitions, if a board is available: 

Kwakwaka'wakw, numaym, and the boy’s name Sa’laLEla. You might want to help them 

repeat or pronounce the words.  

 

3. You might tell them that while the potlatch ceremony is still held among the Northwest 

Coast Indians, it rarely involves give-a-ways of wealth. About 200 years after this story 

took place, whites began to come to their region. First arrived the Russians, followed by 

the French and English. The whites brought diseases with them that the Indians caught 

and this decimated their tribes. Because of the diseases and later Canadian governmental 

rules that forbade many of their practices, the Northwest Coast Indians lost most of their 

people and their wealth. But they still make the beautiful art that they did in the sixteenth 

century. It can be seen in museums all over the Northwest Coast. 

 

4. The Kwakwaka'wakw had a bilateral form of social organization where genealogy and 

inheritance could come from both sides of the family. You might alert the students that 

there will be another story coming up in a few weeks about the Creek Indians to the 

south. There they will encounter a matrilineal society and learn more about the privileges 

of women among these people.  

 

5. People visiting Seattle Washington can attend a potlatch. They can sail to an island off 

Seattle’s coast called Blake Island. There they will experience the full potlatch and eat 

the incredible salmon roasted on cedar planks. They will also hear stories and watch 

dancers. 

 

6. You might ask the students how they would feel about living a life where they created 

art every day or how they felt about having so much freedom. 

 

  



IMAGE ATTRIBUTIONS 

All IMAGES follow the usage right of “labeled for noncommercial reuse” or have 

received permission to use from the photographer or artist. 

Page 
where 
image 
appears 

 
Artist, author, or 
photographer, if 
known 

 
Source (Web site address or donor) 

1 No photo  

2 Tessay Cropped from: http://tessay.deviantart.com/art/Japanese-boy-99763839 

3 SebastianHelm ass
umed 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:PacNWComparison.PNG 

4 Albert Bierstadt Cropped from: https://pixabay.com/en/albert-bierstadt-landscape-
painting-91993/ 

5 George M. 
Dawson 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Haida_people#/media/File:Haida_Houses.j
pg 

6 User HighInBC Cropped from: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kwakwaka%27wakw_big_hou
se.jpg 

7 Unknown Cropped from: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:PSM_V43_D635_Kwakiool_ind
ians_of_vancouver_island_at_the_columbian_exhibition.jpg 

8 GEMalone  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pacific_Northwest_cuisine#/media/File:Sm
oked_Salmon.jpg 

9 Neeta Lind https://www.flickr.com/photos/neeta_lind/916171651 

10 Joe Mabel https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Coast_Salish_basket_with_duc
k_motif_-_Log_House_Museum.jpg 

11 Mary Ebbetts 
Hunt (Anisalaga) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chilkat_weaving#/media/File:Mary_Ebbet
s_Hunt_-_Chilkat_blanket.jpg 

12 Edward S. Curtis Cropped from: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kwakwaka%27wakw#/media/File:Edward_
Curtis_image_6.jpg 

13 Edward S. Curtis Cropped from: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kwakwaka%27wakw#/media/File:Edward_
Curtis_Image_002.jpg 

14 Unknown Modified from: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kwakwaka%27wakw#/media/File:Crooked
_Beak_of_Heaven_Mask.jpg 

15 Phillip Timms https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kwakwaka%27wakw#/media/File:Alert_Ba
y_Totems.jpg 

16 Jeremy Keith https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alaska_Native_art#/media/File:Ketchican_
totem_pole_1.jpg 

17 Edward S. Curtis https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potlatch#/media/File:Edward_Curtis_Imag
e_005.jpg 

18 Children’s 
Museum of 
Indianapolis 

Cropped from: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kwakwaka%27wakw_art#/media/File:The
_Childrens_Museum_of_Indianapolis_-
_Raven_Sisutl_transformation_mask_-_detail.jpg 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:SebastianHelm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:HighInBC
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:GEMalone&action=edit&redlink=1


Page 
where 
image 
appears 

 
Artist, author, or 
photographer, if 
known 

 
Source (Web site address or donor) 

18 Tessay Cropped from: http://tessay.deviantart.com/art/Japanese-boy-99763839 

20 Public Domain Cropped from: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plank_house#/media/File:Interior_of_a_C
hinookan_plankhouse.jpg 

21 Mary Ebbetts 
Hunt (Anisalaga) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chilkat_weaving#/media/File:Mary_Ebbet
s_Hunt_-_Chilkat_blanket.jpg 

22 Unknown, public 
domain 

Cropped from: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maritime_fur_trade#/media/File:Nootka.j
pg 

23 Associated Screen 
News Ltd 

Rotated from: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Nootka_woman_with_baskets
_for_sale_that_she_made.jpg 

24 John Karl Hillers Cropped from: 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Hopi_weaver.jpg 

25 Public domain Cropped from: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_peoples_of_the_Pacific_North
west_Coast#/media/File:WHORL_WOMAN.gif 

26 Mary Harrsch https://www.flickr.com/photos/mharrsch/231153676 

27  
User:FA2010 
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Mask_Haida_mythycal_ancest
ress_EthnM.jpg 

28 Public domain https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indigenous_peoples_of_the_Pacific_North
west_Coast 

29 Public domain Cropped from: 
https://pl.wikipedia.org/wiki/Potlacz#/media/File:Indian_visitors_attendi
ng_Potlatch_at_Kok-wol-too_village.jpg 

30 Edward S. Curtis https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kwakwaka%27wakw#/media/File:Kwakwa
ka%27wakw_man_and_copper_shield,_by_Edward_Curtis.jpg 

31 Public domain Cropped from: https://pixabay.com/en/market-colors-ribbon-belt-craft-
436038/ 

32 Mary Ebbetts 
Hunt (Anisalaga) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chilkat_weaving#/media/File:Mary_Ebbet
s_Hunt_-_Chilkat_blanket.jpg 

33 James Crippen Cropped from: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture_of_the_Tlingit#/media/File:Klawo
ck-dancing.jpg 

 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Karl_Hillers
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:FA2010&action=edit&redlink=1
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?title=User:FA2010&action=edit&redlink=1

